
Working with farmers to improve conditions for wild bees
in Natura 2000
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Tailored management 
plans for farmers Bee-friendly guidelines Bee-friendly guidelines

Danish farmers wish to contribute to pollinator
conservation, but they are in need of evidence-based

guidelines

‘Bee-campaign’: 10 
ways to improve

conditions for wild
pollinators

‘Indicator-campaign’: 
Helping farmers 

assess the status of 
their nature areas

Photos: Anne Eskildsen (SEGES), Jakob Boll Overgaard

We help farmers 
perform nature 

management that
works – while

taking their
production and 
economy into

account
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Tailored management plans for farmers

Michael Baun, farmer and 
manager of 400 ha in N2000 

site 89, Fanø

‘Before I didn’t notice all the wild
flowers and insects – I was only
interested in green grass for my

cows. 

Today I know to look for bees and 
butterflies – if they are thriving, 

then that is a sign that my nature 
management is working’

In 2019, Michael and his wife Bente 
received the 15. Juni Foundation’s
Nature Manager of the Year Prize

(13.500 euros)

• Important species or nature 
types?

• Are current management 
practices adjusted to meet
their needs?

• Synergy between nature 
values, management, 
subsidies and legislation

• So far: 10 plans in high nature 
value areas, 36 in 
moderate/low nature value
areas



‘Bee-campaign’: 10 ways to improve conditions for wild pollinators

10 actions 
recommended
and rated by 
scientists and 
professional 

nature 
managers

300 
farmers 

have 
signed

up!
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Protect and improve small biotopes Convert unproductive parts of the 
field into permanent nature

Avoid mowing road
verges etc during
flowering season

Avoid spreading pesticides and 
fertilizer outside of the field

Protect and improve
high-value nature areas

Plant flowering trees and 
hedgerows

Protect old trees Leave dead wood in 
hedgerows and other

biotopes
Make natural ‘bee-

hotels’

Make flowerstrips in agriculutral
fields
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N2000 site 186. Mols Bjerge
Photos: Andrea Oddershede (SEGES), Anne Eskildsen (SEGES)

‘Indicator-campaign’: Helping farmers to assess the status 
of their nature areas

Indicators help farmers 
(i) identify nature 

values, (ii) prioritize
their management and 
(iii) assess the effect of 
their management for 

biodiversity

Indicators:
1. Variation and abundance of wild

flowers
2. Bare soil, mosses/lichens and low-

growing herbs
3. Old trees, bushes, dead wood
4. Grazing animals (all year round)
5. Natural structures (rocks, mounds

etc)
6. Natural hydrology


